
   

January 2021 

THE TORCH 
 

From the Vicar 

 

Joy to the world the Lord is come, let earth receive her king!  Let every heart pre-
pare him room and heaven and nature sing!  

Tis the season to belt out the above tune with all the energy and gusto that one 
can muster, even if it takes all one has just to get started with the first line.  (Often, 
once rolling, the act of praise supplies its own energy, more than is ever there at 
the beginning.)  It’s been a long, long year and this season of joy is needed now 
more than ever.  Not to mask the pain and loss and loneliness that so many are 

feeling because of a pandemic that has put the well being of people around the world at risk.  No, joy and 
good news and glad tidings defeat themselves when they become mere wrapping paper used to make un-
pleasant things look pleasing and bright.  Covering over deep wounds and pains with saccharine cheer when 
they need to be uncovered, given light and the chance to heal, is the opposite of love, peace, and joy.  
Christmas, and the 12 days of Christmastide, are much more than an effort to paper over and forget our 
struggles and those of our families, neighbors, and friends.  Christmas, rather, is an invitation for the at-
tendant joy of the season to befriend all the realities of this world and our present circumstances.  Christmas 
is so much more of an invitation than an escape.  God in Christ has entered the fray of human existence and 
drawn near to us in the most vulnerable and real way.  God in Christ brings the truth of love home to roost in 
the most fundamental sense when God dwells in human flesh.  This is good news and glad tidings, indeed.  

The season of Christmas does not entirely end when the 12 days are up.  The Feast of the Epiphany, and 
the season after, extend the Christmas truth beyond the confines of home and hearth and church nave. For 
some Christian traditions Christmas doesn’t even begin until January 6th.  I’m not ready to go there, but the 
emphasis is worth taking note of.  When the travel-weary Magi finally reached the baby Jesus and recog-
nized him as the rightful king, the Prince of Peace, something changed in history.  A line had been erased, a 
seam had been busted open and the light of Christ shown on every person on earth, like the stars of heaven 
who can do nothing but radiate their glory on everyone.  This occurrence, and its remembrance, has been a 
principal feast, or celebration, of the Church for nearly 1,800 years, and perhaps longer.  Like All Saints, 
Christmas, Easter, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and Ascension Day, Epiphany anchors the prayers, intentions 
and rhythms of our year.  To remember the Epiphany, the revelation of Christ to all people, a service will be 
held on January 6th at 7:00 p.m. live on Facebook.  (One upside to a mostly virtual Epiphany service is that 
the incense won’t be a factor for most!) 

As part of the Epiphany service there will be the chalking of the church doors to mark the passing of 2020, to 
welcome the arrival of 2021, and to bless every person entering or going forth from the church throughout 
the year.  If there was ever a time to invoke such a blessing, this is it!  
 
Grace and Peace and Joy to you. 

 
Yours in Christ, 

Drew+  

St. Aidan's Episcopal Church, Camano Island, WA 

www.StAidanCamanoIsland.org 

www.Facebook.com/StAidanCamanoIsland 

Office@StAidansci.org  360-629-3969 
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From the Junior Warden 

There hasn’t been a lot to do as far as new projects and upgrades to the facilities and 
grounds.  However, being it’s the night before Christmas, I looked hard to find something, 
but not a creature was stirring, not even that pesky mouse… No one was near, Covid you 
know... I had thoughts of falling branches and leaves and the office needs new lights…But 
visions of eggnog took me to new heights… So, I turned off the lights and I locked the 
doors… I was sure I could leave while singing a carol or two…But I heard a clatter from Di-
etel Hall…As I snuck back to see what was the matter…I charged in like a flash…The lights 

down low and the movement so slow...When what to my glazed eyes did appear but two little elves and a tiny 
toolbox…I knew in a moment it was Patty and Peter as they scurried about so lively and quick…Peter calling 
out the parts by name, “Give me a hammer, a nail, and a pencil or two...I need a nametag to see if this will 
do”...They hung the new cabinets with perfection and cheer as Peter cussed a word or two, oh dear...The job 
was done the names all set, now we have tags that we can get.  With the job all done it was time to 
leave...And then with a twinkle I heard Patty say, just one more project before Christmas day…I gave her a 
new task, a spreadsheet too…She was happy and said “that will do”…We pulled up our masks and went to 
our cars having finished our tasks…Our engines a roar and our heaters a blast… In unison we all said, “Merry 
Christmas” at last! 

Merry Christmas…. 

From the Senior Warden 

We have over 20 people who have signed up as Helping One Another Volunteers.  They are 
available to assist others in our faith community who either need help with a variety of things 
on a short-term basis or who need help with a limited number of things on an ongoing basis.  
For example, someone just home from the hospital may need help with meals, transporta-
tion, errands and even a few things around the house or yard until they have recovered.  
That would be a short-term situation, not an ongoing situation.  Someone who cannot drive 
but is otherwise able to live independently needs ongoing help with transportation.  We have 

volunteers for both situations.  We also have volunteers who have signed up to send cards, make phone 
calls, visit others and do simple fix-it tasks like hanging a picture.   

Help that does not involve personal contact (things like making and delivering a meal, running an errand, 
sending a card or making a phone call) is available now.  Help that involves personal contact (things like 
rides, help around the house, in-person visits etc.) will have to wait until the threat from COVID-19 is under 
control. 

When you need help, call your Household Group Liaison (HH Liaison).  Your liaison can help you get in touch 
with the appropriate Helping One Another Volunteer.    

If you want to become a Helping One Another Volunteer, GREAT!  Call Sue Perry who is both the BC HH Li-
aison for the people in HH Group 1 and the Congregational Life Liaison to the BC for everyone.  Sue will help 
you identify the volunteer tasks that are a good fit for you.  

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If you do not have a Church Directory handy contact the Parish Office by phone at 360.629.3969 or by 
email at office@staidansci.org for the correct contact information. 
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Celebration of Epiphany  

on Epiphany, January 6 

Holy Eucharist rite II  

with Spiritual Reception of the Sacrament 

on Facebook live at 7:00 p.m. 

St. Aidan’s Annual Meeting 

January 31 at 11:15 a.m. 

This year’s annual meeting will be held on Zoom.  Here are a few reminders to make sure everyone is 
comfortable with using this application: 

Before the Annual Meeting make sure you have Zoom downloaded on your preferred device (laptop, 
desktop computer, tablet or phone).  If you are using a computer, go to the website zoom.us and 
download the application for your computer.  For a mobile device, go to your App Store and download 
Zoom from there.  You do not need to open an account with Zoom when you download the applica-
tion, you will still be able to join the Annual Meeting.  (Basic accounts are free in Zoom and give you 
the flexibility to start your own meetings if you choose.)   

A meeting link will be sent out prior to the meeting by email.  When it is time, click on the link in the 
email and it should automatically take you to Zoom to join the meeting.  Make sure when you join your 
audio is muted.  

A sample set of Rules of Order will be distributed to explain how we will vote, how nominations will be 
handled, and how questions may be asked. 

If you are unsure or uneasy about signing into Zoom, please contact Mandy Whitaker at 970.462.6336 
or  mandywalterswhitaker@gmail.com or Kathy McNally at 360.572.3667 or McNallyK@outlook.com 
and we can do a practice Zoom meeting with you. 

You can also join a virtual coffee hour after the 10 a.m. services on either January 3rd or the 17th (or 
both) to get comfortable using the Zoom application. 

http://zoom.us
mailto:mandywalterswhitaker@gmail.com
mailto:McNallyK@outlook.com


 4 

Judy Scheuffele 

As told to Kevin King 

What brought you to Camano Island / St Aidan’s? 

Growing up in Stanwood my father insisted that my sister and I attend every church before we de-

cided for ourselves which one to belong to.  My mother grew up Episcopal and along with a couple 

friends established St. Aidan’s.  We first met in a meeting room in the East Stanwood Town Hall 

sitting on metal chairs.  We then progressed to the Utsalady Ladies Aid Hall on Camano Island.  

From there we moved into the present building (Dietel Hall).  My sister and I were both confirmed at 

St. Aidan’s.  I was married to my former husband at St. Aidan’s as well.  I moved out to Camano Island later in life.   

Tell me about your family— 

I raised three boys as a single mom in the 80’s.  Greg in California has three boys, Brad in Seattle has one boy and 

Rodney in Lynnwood has one daughter. 

I really wish others knew this about me— 

I love to garden.  I have a one acre property with landscaping just beginning to take shape.  I have over 700 tulips that I 

have either replanted or will be doing so before the freeze.  I have a goal to plant something new every year. 

What’s surprised you the most about your life or life in general? 

I am happy to have lived such a long life. I recall when the book 1984 came out and thinking that I would not last that 

long.  I have obviously exceeded that milestone.  

What do you consider your greatest professional or personal success? 

Raising her three kids.  I am thankful that they all survived and were not at each other’s throat. 

Meet your St. Aidan’s Neighbor  

As a part of the Bishops Committee Constituent Program, each month we will be introducing a few people 
from the parish.  Some parishioners have been around for a long time, others not so long, so possibly there 
are folks you don't know but might like to.  These introductions will let you know more about the persons sit-
ting in the chairs around to you—once we get back in the chairs—and possibly intrigue you enough to reach 
out to someone whose story interests you.  

This month we are introducing a question/answer format. 

Festival Report 2020 

Dear Friends, I just wanted to let everyone know that although we did not have a festival this year we may 
have one next year, maybe?  That decision will rest with the Corona Virus, Vaccines and the Bishops Com-
mittee. 

As reported before the festival sheds are pretty full.  The South shed is difficult to get into there is so much 
merchandise, but the North Shed still has a little room so if you have something that we could sell at the may-
be 2021 festival please swing by and get the key from Lenore and put it in the North Shed.  We will not pick 
furniture up but if you can get it (not too much) to the shed we can probably get some volunteers to unload 
and store. 

I missed the Festival this year (after my first festival I never thought I would utter those words), it is a time of 
bonding and building deeper relationships with people I admire and love to be around, I missed you all!   

I am hoping that 2021 is a year where we get to see each other and get back to some kind of normal, I know 
Karole and I can’t wait.  In the meantime stay safe and we hope to see you all soon in 2021. 

2021 Summer Festival July 17 8am sharp! 

Rob Gorman 
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If you need help please contact  

JoAnn Moffett at  

360-387-4080  

or joannmoffett@msn.com 

 

Need Help? 

 

Patty Vermilye 05 

Susan Yerkes 11 

Joseph Walters 13 

AJ Bevington 16 

Josh Gering 17 

Adele Lee 18 

Louise Close 21 

Peter Rockwell 25 

Sherry Bonnett 30 

 

Rob & Karole Gorman 01 

Al & Melita Bevington 15 

Dale & Molly LeMaster 16 

NEXT TORCH DEADLINE: 

Thursday, January 21st 

Email submissions to:   mcnallyk@outlook.com 
Photos, suggestions and/or comments are greatly appreciated 

 

Food Bank Collection 
“Fill the Jeep” 

A bin is located at the door to 
Dietel Hall for any food bank 
donations you would like to 

Celebrating Advent 

Livingston Bay Deck 

Church Gang 
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JANUARY 2021—Activities Calendar* 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 4 5 6 7 1/8 2/9 

The Second Sunday 
after Christmas 

8:30 am Drive-in  
worship service 

10:00 am Morning Prayer 
(live streamed on  

Facebook ) 
11 am Virtual Coffee Hour 

 
10 am Center-

ing Prayer 
 
 

7 pm AA 

 
3:30 pm Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 pm EfM 
(online meeting) 

The Epiphany of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ 

 

5:30 pm AA 
 

7 pm Celebration of  
Epiphany  

Holy Eucharist II 
(live streamed on 

Facebook) 

 
Noon AA 

 
6:30 pm AA (W) 

New Years 
Day 

 
 
 

10 am Prayer 
Circle (W) 

 

Noon AA 

10:30 am 
Alanon 
 

7 pm AA 
 
 

10:30 am 
Alanon 

 

7 pm AA 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

The First Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

8:30 am Drive-in  
worship service 

10:00 am Morning Prayer 
(live streamed on  

Facebook ) 

 
10 am Center-

ing Prayer 
 

7 pm AA 

 
3:30 pm Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 pm EfM 
(online meeting) 

 

10 am  
Holy Eucharist I 

 

11 am  
Women of St Aidan’s 

 

5:30 pm AA 

10 am 
Work Party 

 
Noon AA 

 
6:30 pm AA (W) 

 
10 am Prayer 

Circle (W) 
 

Noon AA 

 
10:30 am 

Alanon 
 
 

7 pm AA 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

The Second Sunday 
after the Epiphany 

8:30 am Drive-in  
worship service 

10:00 am Morning Prayer 
(live streamed on  

Facebook ) 
11 am Virtual Coffee Hour 

Annual Reports Due 

 
10 am Center-

ing Prayer 
 

7 pm Bishop’s 
Committee 

 
7 pm AA 

 
3:30 pm Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 pm EfM 
(online meeting) 

 

10 am  
Holy Eucharist I 

 
 

5:30 pm AA 
 

 

 
Noon AA 

 
6:30 pm AA (W) 

 
TORCH  

DEADLINE  

 
10 am Prayer 

Circle (W) 
 

Noon AA 
 

 
10:30 am 

Alanon 
 

7 pm AA 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

The Third Sunday after 
the Epiphany 

8:30 am Drive-in  
worship service 

10:00 am Morning Prayer 
(live streamed on  

Facebook ) 

 
10 am Center-

ing Prayer 
 
 

7 pm AA 

 
3:30 pm Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 pm EfM 
(online meeting) 

 
10 am  

Holy Eucharist I 
 

5:30 pm AA 
 
 

 
Noon AA 

 

6:30 pm AA (W) 
 

 
 

 
10 am Prayer 

Circle (W) 
 

Noon AA 

10 am Prayer 
Shawl 

 
10:30 am 

Alanon 
 

7 pm AA 

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

The Fourth Sunday 
after the Epiphany 

8:30 am Drive-in  
worship service 

10:00 am Morning Prayer 
(live streamed on  

Facebook ) 
11:15am Annual Meeting 

on Zoom 

 
10 am Center-

ing Prayer 
 
 

7 pm AA 

 
3:30 pm Bible 

Study 
 

5:30 pm EfM 
(online meeting) 

 
10 am  

Holy Eucharist I 
 

5:30 pm AA 
 
 

 
Noon AA 

 
6:30 pm AA (W) 

 
10 am Prayer 

Circle (W) 
 

Noon AA 

 
10:30 am 

Alanon 
 
 

7 pm AA 

*Please note that Sunday services are subject  to change based phase restrictions and diocesan directives.  All other 

activities listed to take place at St. Aidan’s are tentative at this time.  Check for status on St. Aidan’s website or with or-

ganizers of specific groups for updates. 
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Altar Servers 

Altar Guild  
 

 

Services are currently offered in a modified 
format, please verify status.  Teams will be 
assigned when in-person services resume 

 

The Flower Guild needs more members.  Anyone In-

terested will be most welcome.  You don’t have to be a 
floral designer – only love flowers and enjoy 
their beauty that God has given us. 

Please contact 

Mary McConnaughey 

for more information. 

8:30 AM January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31 

All Readings Jeff Maxwell Liz Van Winkle Jim Miller Kehl Van Winkle Jeff Johnson 

10:00 AM January 3 January 10 January 17 January 24 January 31 

Old Testament & 

Gospel 

Kara Hunt Nancy Pates-Riches Adele Lee Rob Gorman Adele Lee 

Epistle Don Talbott Peter Dunphy Jackie Humes-Fear JoAnn Moffett JoAnn Moffett 

Lector Schedule 

If you cannot serve on your assigned day please find a substitute and let 

the office know. 

If you have an questions or concerns about the operation of St. Aidan’s web-

site, Facebook pages, or Facebook Live please contact Mandy Whitaker.  

Mandy, our Technology Liaison, can be reached by email @ mandywal-

terswhitaker@gmail.com or by phone @ 970-462-6336. 

 

St. Aidan’s Technology Issues? 

Reminder! 

2021 Annual Report for ministry 

year 2020 

 

All Annual Report Articles are due by Sunday January 
17th.  If you have any questions regarding your need to 
provide a submittal please contact the Parish Office. 

mailto:mandywalterswhitaker@gmail.com
mailto:mandywalterswhitaker@gmail.com
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St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church 

1318 East SR 532; Camano Island, WA  98282 

(P.O. Box 145; Stanwood, WA  98292) 

Happy New Year! 

Every new day is a gift 


